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room enough East of the Alleghanies ? We, with our couple of Colonies, are the real America;—counting, it is true, few settlers as yet; but there shall be innumerable ; and, in the mean while, there are Army-Detachments, Blockhouses, fortified Posts, command of the Rivers, of the Indian Nations, of the water-highways and military keys (to you unintelligible); and we will make it good !'
The exact cipher of the French (guessed to be 50,000), and their precise relative-value as tillers and subduers of the soil, in these Two Colonies of theirs, as against the English Thirteen, would be interesting to know: curious also their little bill, of trouble taken in creating the Continent of America, in discovering it, visiting, surveying, planting, taming, making habitable for man:—and what Rhadaman-thus would have said of those Two Documents ! Enough, the French have taken some trouble, more or less,—especially •iii sending soldiers out, of late. The French, to certain thousands, languidly tilling, hunting and adventuring, and very skilful in wheedling the Indian Nations, are actually there ; and they, in the silence of Rhadamanthus, decide that merit shall not miss its wages for want of asking. ' Ours is America West of the Alleghanies,1 say the French, openly before long.
' Yours ? Yours, of all peoples ?' answer the English ; and begin, with lethargic effort, to awake a little to that stupid Foreign Question ; important, though stupid and foreign, or lying far °ff- Who really owned all America, probably few Englishmen had ever asked themselves, in their dreamiest humours, nor could they now answer; but, that North America does not belong to the French, can be doubtful to no English creature. Pitt, Chatham as we now call him, is perhaps the Englishman to whom, of all others, it is least doubtful. Pitt is in Office at last,—in some subaltern capacity, ' Paymaster of the Forces' for some years past, in spite of Majesty's dislike of the outspoken man ;—and has his eyes bent on America;—which is perhaps (little as you